DRIVING TIPS

The Whiteface Mountain Veterans Memorial Highway is per-
haps the easiest mountain toll reoad to drive in America.
However, it does require a special level of care and awareness
for all drivers in all vehicles. Please read and follow these tips.

If a major problem occurs, pull off the road and notify a
passing vehicle that you need assistance. Be as concise as
possible about your location and problem. A staff member will
render assistance

signs and obey the speed limit. Excessive speed
or down the mountain can cause safety problems
Jisturb the experience for others.

our vehicle's warning lights and gauges. If problems
ating are indicated, take action to aveoid damage
nts. Overheating can be addressed by pulling off
t the next indicated parking area and allowing the
run unfil the light or gauge indicates that it is safe fo
t helps to turn off the air conditioning and to furn cn
r. Do not open the radiator cap unless the engine
d considerably. Add fluid only if significant coolant
A lost.

in the fravel lanes. Whether for sightseeing, picture
to address a mechanical problem, pull all the way
d

of other vehicles on the road. If you are holding up
vehicles, pull over at the next indicated area and let
, Do noft tailgate or pass unless the vehicle in front of
ver and waves you on.

rcad. The scenery is indeed awesome and dis-
If curiosity gets the best of the driver, pull over to view
vers.

e the brakes while descending. Use a lower than
ar and let the engine do much of the braking.
brakes if necessary and consider pulling off at a
d parking area to let brakes cool down. The distinct
overheated brakes is a cue fo pull over and wait.
w water on your wheels or brakes, even if they are
rsmell.

too, that even after passing through the foll
ere are another couple of miles of downgrade to
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{ house af no cost. An affendant.of the ummh‘ will col= If you wish to visit the Lake Steve

"' GRAND VIEWS OF THE

Drive to the to

The Whiteface Summit is the only one of the Adirondack High Peaks accessible by car.

?

THE RIDE TO THE TOP OF 4,867 FOOT HIGH WHITEFACE MOUNTAIN, NEW YORK'S FIFTH-HIGHEST PEAK, is a truly breathtaking and unforgettable
experience. Nowhere else Is the beauty and vastness of the Adirondacks so apparent and so egsily accessible. From the treeless
summit of Whiteface one can see hundreds of square miles of forest, lakes and

mountains stretching from Canada to Vermont. A visit to the Iegendcry
Adirondacks is not complete without a drive to the top.

The paved road rises over 2,300 feet in five miles from the foll
house. On the way up numerous parking areas are indi-
cated that dllow for the leisurely enjoyment of the
many scenic vistas, At the summit itself, a number
of surprises await —including a castle built from
native stone, an elevator deep Inside the
mountain top, and a truly spectacular -
360-degree panoramic view of
unparalleled beauty.

The Toll House Area

A PICTURESQUE ALPINE-STYLE GATEHOUSE CONSTRUC?X
q_gi s IN 1934 AND LAKE STEVENS, A SMALL, PRISTINE POND,
IRONDACKARIGH PEAKS, Lg 4 ACCENTUATE THE ENTRANCE TO THE HIGHWAY.
“Champilain, the Adiropdgiek Pk kaké Placid e r
really cleafjay. Cemadd ACIVREET R CIRBR T TSEl Lake Stevens, named for 1932 Olympian bobsledder
ous ‘natural wadflc*/er garden gmewing alongside: W Hubert Stevens, is stoeked annually to provide fishing

HE FIVE-MILE PAVED iQAD TO 'LH UMMIT A
D

r,os';gslde?.-a um.'or @tural fores'r history, c:nd opportunities, es ially” for children. Everyone is invited
T8rth: ; o to enjoy its scer%eoury and plcnlc areas. The Lake
Stevens tree trall offerss ! p-minute walk

around the pond. Al >es native to the
northern Adirond . en cogifer and twenty hard-
woods) can be fou all: Inside the
toll house is an info the early
history of the area bnd e north-
- ern Adirondacks. < = [ [t
Mment, an interprative cﬁssa’rfa is avallableat the toll “

ns Nature Area on your
way back from the summit, please park on the north side
of the lake or ask an attendant at the toll house for park-
ing assistance.
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HISTORY

It would be impossible to construct a paved road with the
nature and magnitude of the Whiteface Mountain Veterans
Memorial Highway today.

The environmental and financial hurdles would be formidable.
Fortunately for all, over a half century ago a few people had the
vision and fortitude to pull off a very impressive feat

The automobile was a relatively new concept in the 1920's, Even
5o, Saranac Lake resident M.A. Leonard and Wilmingfon resident
Frank Everest believed that a road to the summit of Whiteface
Mountain, New York's fifth-highest peak, was a great idea. After
much lobbying in Albany, this very ambitious project was endorsed
by the necessary powers in 1929. Then-Governor Frankiin D.
Roosevelt ceremoniously furmed the first spade of earth that
September. It is said that his personal endorsement was in part a
result of the anticipated ease of access for people with physical
disabilities, L

' .. cha. tofal.outlay of $1,250,000,
iffic on July 20, 1935. Roosevel,
In tafes, returned on September 14,

wav)cs a memorial fo the New York

at War (WWL)

¢ m thg citizens ‘of ﬂ’{e state of New York which would be appreciated by those fallen comrades of ours who served
their state ar iheir’hcﬂ%n so well, It Is fitting that we should dedicate it in their names. It will stand as a tribute to them through all the
centuries to come.” (Dedication Address, September, 1935).The elevator, Castle and Summit House were completed three years later.

In 1985 New York State Governor Mario Cuomo rededicated the Whiteface Memorial Highway to veterans of all wars.




i MILEAGE M ARKERS

Along the way are nine designated spots where you may stop to enjoy the view and discover more about the
mountain surroundings from the posted information signs at each site.

Local Forest History site of Little Montreal, an early village settled by French Canadian Loggers.
(.03 MILES FROM TOLL HOUSE) ..

Slide Picnic Area The town of Sara a‘&l.éke{les’to the ‘west. Note how much small}r the
elevation. (3.3 MILES) & : _,_ : s - ¥ - 1

Lake Placid Turn Definitely worth a
Castle is visible above; below is LakeP
Here, too, you can get a good look'a
thin soil cover. (3.7 mILES) 3

he~bu§,§lde of1th
Ia The deaks form :
N vegeta n,a resuit 0 ﬂ"-

§
@ Wilmington Turn Elevation of 4,300.feef

Mountains. Also note the mcred b
of Whiteface Ski Center, site of t
the inside of the Turn and use ca

Summit Parking Area Follow th
parking area. (5.0 MILES)

#10 The Castle Elevation of 4,610 feet.

N T upper terminal of- the elevator Js locited lnslde the round stone, mult ndowed'S
" equipment of the state’s Atmospheric Science:Research Center. Visitors are allowed to str
stinet experiences as described below:

The first Gne obviously Is the great visual experience. Here are breathtakmg views of Lake Cham Iam and Ven
the St. Lawrence Valley and Canada to the north, Lake Placid and the Adlrondack ngh Peaks ta; he south -and i
awest. This|ls.aview that hasn'tichanged much in.the past thousand years. .- ;

.. The'second unique experience canbe found fight atyour feet. The vegetatlon isa reIIc from t e
These are among the oldest plant communities:in New York:State andare ar: tils folinc
zIrcle. Add(tiunal informatlo i i




